
FOPR Minutes of the Public MeeƟng of 24th July, 2024 at the Scout Hut, 
Brickfield Road   

AƩendees: Louise Anderson; Cllr. MaƩ Bunday; Linnet Evans; Cllr. Thomas GravaƩ; Cathie 
Holmes; May Lindsay; Bev Pearce; Pauline Prentki; Bob Pritchard; Tony Ridley; Russell Smith. 

Apologies: Denise and Garth Long; Katherine Barbour; Cllr. Lorna Fielker; Tara Ridley; 
Dawn Bannatyne. 

Welcome: LE welcomed everyone to the meeƟng. 

Minutes: Minutes of the Public MeeƟng of 17/04/2024, previously circulated, were 
agreed. 

MaƩers Arising: There were none. 

Gardening Update: Report was supplied by the Gardening Co-ordinator DL. Thank you. 

Treasurer’s Update: There is a balance of over £10,000 for the play park. There are 
sufficient funds for group mamagement and the £200 insurance has been paid. 

GL had followed up some members for donaƟons and the possibility of a standing order was 
discussed. There was a discussion about approaching celebriƟes and other prominent 
people with local connecƟons. 

Membership: This conƟnues to increase. A membership card is not a current requirement, 
although the need for some form of acknowlegement was recognised.   

Events:  None currently planned due to lack of resource. Swaythling Primary School 
enquired about summer holiday acƟviƟes on the Rec. 

CommiƩee Vacancies: The posts of Events Organiser and CommunicaƟons Co-
ordinator remain unfilled, despite two possible candidates having come forward.  Cllr. MB 
kindly offered to make enquiries about possible candidates and report back. 

Play Park and Fundraising Update:  

 A few more donaƟons for the play area have come in following media coverage, 
thanks to ML, LA and her children.  

 A collecƟon box from the Drummond Arms was received. 
 BP has had successful meeƟngs with SCC staff and a representaƟve from a play 

equipment firm (supplier to SCC). 
 An online peƟƟon received 135 signatures to supplement the 240 on paper. 
 There was discussion about creaƟng a press pack to go to businesses. 
 DL is puƫng together a list of gardening requirement for another grant applicaƟon. 

 

A.O.B. DL and her volunteers were awarded the Bees Needs Award. CongratulaƟons. 

LE and GL aƩended SGN (Southampton Green Network) which offered support in relaƟon to 
the future volunteer code of conduct and safeguarding. 



BBC broadcasts have generated spin-off interest: 1) Michelle Ward, Sawscapes play and 2) 
Oliver Gamble, That’s TV.   

PP emailed Portswood and Swaythling Councillors for an indicaƟon of opƟmum availability 
for aƩending future meeƟngs. The results were inconclusive for deciding future dates.  

Date of Next Public MeeƟng: Wednesday, 27th November 2024, 19.45 at the Scout Hut, 
Brickfield Road.  

  


