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FoPR Minutes of the Public Meeting -  

27 November 2024 at 19.45  
at the Scout Hut, Brickfield Road 

 
Attendees: Louise Anderson (LA), Denise Long (DL), Linnet Evans (LE) (Chair), Bob Pritchard 
(BPr), May Lindsay (ML), Bev Pearce (BP) (Minutes), Dawn Bannatyne (SCS) (DB), Tom Yately 
(SCS) (TY), Leila Ridley (LR), Tony Ridley (TR), Russell Smith (RS) (part), Councillor Matt Bunday 
(MB) (part) 

1. Welcome 

LE welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited people to introduce themselves. TY 
explained he had recently joined the SCC Ranger Team and has been assigned to the 
Central Area that includes Portswood Rec 

2. Apologies: Garth Long, Pauline Prentki, Barbara Kropholler 

3. Minutes 
3.1 Minutes from Public Meeting of 24 July 2024 and Committee Meeting 4 September 

both previously circulated and approved by committee were ratified. 
3.2 Minutes from Committee meeting 6 November 2024 were approved, after discussion 

and agreement of decision to retain bank balance as a closed committee item that can be 
made available to members on receipt of a written request. 

4. Gardening update (DL): 

4.1 There have been some comings and goings but a core group of regulars have stayed 
over the year. Currently focusing on tidy up ahead of the winter break. Weeding and 
sifting/lifting of plants had enabled some to be donated to other like-minded 
community/residents’ groups across the city. 

4.2 750 crocus corms were donated in November by the Rotary Club in support of their 
Purple 4 Polio campaign. These and others were planted by the local Scouts. Stephanie 
from GoodGym had joined gardeners for a session and recently SCC’s Sara Tscherisch has 
brought the Community Payback Team to spread bark. Hopefully another session will be 
arranged soon to complete the job. 

4.3 Plans to build a hibernaculum for reptiles, amphibians, spiders etc before the end of 
2024. 

4.4 Tennis coach, Graham Johnson, has been in discussion with the gardeners and offered 
use of half of his noticeboard for gardening updates. DL looking for volunteers to take 
it on. 

4.5 Gardeners have a meeting in January 2025 to plan their programme for the year 
including spending plans, discuss maintaining and updating gardening noticeboard and 
the Urban Wild Event (see below). 
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4.6 £500 grant received from Bluestar for gardening expenses. Some of this has been used 
already to purchase a new hose reel. Spending the remaining funds to be discussed at the 
upcoming gardeners planning meeting in January. 

 
Gardening Action Points - DB/TY to speak with ecologists about providing a hedgehog house. 

5. Treasurer’s Update (LA): 
5.1 Play area fundraising is ringfenced in the accounts with other reserved funds set 

aside for running costs and gardening for the next year. Some unreserved funds 
retained in current account for contingencies. 

5.2 Room hire for public meetings and annual rental for the garage storage have been paid. 

6. Membership Update (ML): 
6.1 Currently 72 members; some made donations when renewing 
6.2 Always looking for new members, but unlikely to get more before renewals due in April 
6.3 Approx 5-6 new members joined after the quiz night in February. 

7. Play Park and Fundraising Update (BP): 
7.1 As previously reported, we were unsuccessful with the application to Tarmac and no 

new grant applications have been submitted. Focus currently solely on the play 
area. 

7.2 Continuing to have positive discussions with SCC regarding pooling of funds we’ve 
raised with any they may have available. A site survey was conducted during w/c 18 
November to measure available space condition of surfacing etc. Report expected 
shortly. BP will be invited to Zoom call with SCC and equipment provider to discuss results 
shortly. 

7.3 There was disappointment that DB will no longer be able to support Friends groups with 
grant applications for play areas as those spaces are not normally covered by Rangers. Friends’ 
groups generally unable to submit themselves as applications usually need to be made by the 
landowner. Awaiting clarification from SCC of who will be taking over from DB. 

8. Events (LE): 
8.1 Potential Quiz Night in February, to raise funds for an event at the Rec in 2025– GL 

and LE have met and agreed with Charlie the new manager at The Drummond Arms 
that we could hold another quiz there. PP will approach quiz writer and 
quizmaster(s). Need to set up a planning/steering group to organise. ML volunteered 

8.2 Spring Half Term 14-24 February 2025 – Possible nature event, maybe with 
Rangers depending on commitments but happy to support in principle if 
possible 

8.3 May Half Term 26 May-1 June 2025 – National Park City are coordinating a citywide 
Urban Wild Event and inviting groups to organise activities/workshops to connect 
people with nature and celebrate local action for climate and biodiversity. Volunteers 
needed for activity at the Rec. Agreed gardeners will discuss at their planning meeting 
in January 2025. 
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9. Committee Vacancies (LE): 

9.1 Still have Comms and Events vacancies – MB asked at for volunteers from 
Winchester University, but issues with term dates and travel would make 
this unworkable 

10. AOB 

10.1 Video (LE) -Final tweaks being made will be uploaded to YouTube with links from 
website etc 

10.2 Newsletter (LE) GL in process of writing ML will help with presentation 
10.3 Portswood Mosque (LE) -GL and LE meeting members from Portswood Mosque 

to discuss Rec, to raise awareness of the Rec and discuss potential 
volunteers/involvement at events. 

10.4 Safeguarding (LE) – This year there has been an increase in volunteers being 
signposted to the group by various agencies. Whilst we welcome volunteers we 
need to be clear upfront about what is required and what limited help/training we 
can offer as a group. Following discussions with representatives from other local 
‘Friends of’ groups who have had similar experiences FoPR will be adopting a Volunteer 
Agreement setting clear boundaries, and there will be an expectation that volunteers 
want, and have an interest in, doing the things they are volunteering for. 

10.5 Southern Water (LE) – Looking for corporate volunteering opportunity. 
Representatives met with DL and GL from FoPR and Kelvin Wyatt from Parks team 
at the Rec. Discussed potential reinstatement of water fountain – relocated to 
closer to the tennis courts. Measurements taken and awaiting response from 
Southern Water. 

10.6 Football/Saints Foundation (MB) – Councillor Bunday has spoken to organisers 
of football sessions at Cantell - Partnership between Police and Saints 
Foundation. They could be interested in a potential to hold a ‘kickabout with 
the cops’ session at the Rec, maybe 
developing to more regular sessions in the summer. MB will email FoPR the contact 
details to progress. 

10.7 DB advised Rangers are setting up a Conservation group for the Common. First 
session on 7 December 2024. She will send information for sharing on social media 
and website. They are also looking to set up Junior Rangers Team in 2025 for 
people aged 16-23. Plans to meet monthly and it will be based at the Common. 
More details to follow when finalised and FoPR will publicise meetings on social 
media and website. 

 
Next Public Meeting: 2 April 2025 is the AGM to be held at the Scout Hut Brickfield Road Details to 
follow 


